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Girdling the Island ° 


ee day without doubt the provinc ial 
~Y highway system will girdle Vancouver 
Island and bring to realization the dream 
of its pioneers. Progress towards that 
end is conditioned by the funds available 
and the choice of what the next stage 
should be in pre ssive plans formulated 
by the. provincial highways department 
For-the relatively modest outlays which 
these would entail there is probably no 
place in the province where the taxpayers 
would receive a better-or faster return 
on their money than in the development 
of access roads on Vancouver Island. The 
requested Kelsey Bay to Port Hardy 
extension of the main easterly highway 
is a in point 

This would open the 
plain-on the Island; lin OV 
McNeill, Port Hardy and a 
growing settlements betwee provide 
practical connection with the west coast 
at one of its most inaccessible spots; and 
strengthen economy of these com 
munities in a manner that nothing else 
could, There are some sizable rivers to 
be the suggested route, but 
construction otherwise should afford little 
real difficulty 4 


CASE 
northern coastal 
Bay, Port 


number of 


the 


crossed i 


When it can be completed 
the Port Hardy road would also prove a 
most important addition to the main 
Island Highway, with a wealth of scen 
attraction along the way 

‘The petition placed in the hands of 


the provincial government last week 
urging action on the Kelsey Bay - Port 
MeNeill extension was signed by some 
2,000 people who live in the area and 
know its potentialities They are factual 
in claiming that the north end of the 
Island has been*cut off from association 
with the rest of it and with British Colum- 
bia as a whole, save by water 

The Province” meanwhile is being 
urged by other Island communities to 
speed up other access roads w hich would 
benefit them, and it is difficult to weigh 
one claim against another. The fact re- 
mains that Vancouver Island badly needs 
more roads, and has tarved for 
them in the e of 
needs in its first century 
of the public accounts in the same period 
would shaw the long-continued disparity 
in Vancouver Island's share of provincial 
road outlays 
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The Commonwealth Conference 


BY Learn may have to face stiff com- 
petition’ from the influential cities of 
Ontario and Quebee in its bid to have 
the 1958 Commonwealth trade and .eco- 
nomic conference held here, but the cen- 
ght turn out to be the trump 
re the trick The campaign 
launched by the Chamber of Commerce 
and to be pressed a stage further by 
Mavor Scurrah in Ottawa today is one 
which should have the vigorous support 
of all municipalities and organizations 
interested. in promoting Victoria as a 
convention city. 

Canada already having been chosen 
by the 11 member nations of the Com- 
monwealth for the next conference, it 
remains only to select the city where it 
will be held, Even without the centennial 
celebrations Victoria on all 
should have a high place on the prefer 
ence list; with them its claims are doubly 


accounts 


strong. The attention of the entire Com- 
monwealth will be turned towards British 
Columbia. this year and the province jal 
capital would make an ideal setting for 
the conference. 

There is, of course, a marked element 
‘of self-interest in this movement, but 
apart from that it is safe fo assume that 
the delegates themselves would like to 
meet here. That they would learn far 
more about the magnitude and diversity 
of Canada by journeying to its western- 
most capital goes without saying and in 
these days distance in itself is no longer 
a barrier of any 

The tentative choice 
the month for the conference also favors 
Victoria. Weatherwise it 1 the 
Island's most dependable and most beauti- 
ful From the practical view- 
point of accommodation there should be 
no difficulty at all, for by then the peak 
pressure of tourist travel would be passed 


consequence 
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one of 


months 


Who Should Charge Whom? 


See Germany would be in a bad 
way had Western troops not tayed 
there after the war. She would be in the 
same bondage to Soviet Russia as East 
Germany. It is under the protection of 
Western forces she has been able to 
recover tremendously from the ruins of 
war, to rebuild her industry and to 
develop one of the strong st economies in 
Europe 

The picture is not one-sided, of course 
Western troops are in West Germany not 
alone for its security but for their own 
also. West Germany is the front-line of 
NATO defence, and the Germans know 
this perfectly well. Hence their rejection 
of British and French requests that they 
should help foot the bill for these allies’ 
forces In Germany 

Naturally enough the 
chancellor fears that if he agreed he 
would a similar request from the 
US. to cover its troops in Germany. Since 
this would be vastly greater it would 
probably “be impossible to comply The 
chancellor knows too that Western troops 


West German 


face 
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are not likely to be withdrawn becé 
of a dispute over and this 
strengthen his hand 
Allies are plagued by r 
that of sharing military ex- 
After the first war for example 
rendered a bill to Great Britain 
} of the land used-in France to 
man trenches, as ironic a gesture as could 
be imagined. This was exceeded not so 
long ago by Egypt, which v anted Britain 
to pay rental for Egyptian territor: 
pied to save Egypt from Rommel. One 
wonders if the U.S.A. bills Canada and 
Britain for costs of the military personne! 
has in these two countries, or if 
reverse the latter charge the U.S. fo 
being there 
The debt 


in 


iny problem 


cost 


not least 
penses 
France 
for re 


occu- 


argument betaveen. West 
Germany and both France and Britain 
will be settled; none of the principals can 
afford otherwise. But this incident serves 
to illustrate how budgets and domestic 
needs can bedevil relations between 
nations who for the sake of common 
security must work together 
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U.S. Success Restores Balance 


By JOHN M 


HIGHTOWER 


Associated Press Correspondent 


ASHINGTON 


with 


(AP 
orbiting 


United States 
vered 
prestige it lost to Russia last October, but high 


The 
its Explorer” reer 
officials acknowledge that there's still a long 
way to go 

Thesa officials say it 
lead Russia 
result of its achievement in getting two Sput 
months before the US. got 


would be foolish to 


underestimate the holds a& the 


niks. aloft 
Explorer into orbit 

One. of the early diplomatic-results of Fri 
day night's achievement may be a new Ameri 
can move to press President 
proposay to Premier Bulganin for an agreement 
pledging outer space to peaceful use: 

A new. initiative on this proposal in 
United Nations is possible, thoug 
action has been decided on yet 

* * * 

State Secretary Dulles has suggested that 
a UN agency might be created by East-West 
agreement to police a pledge to limit space 
missiles and space exploration to peaceful 
purposes. 

Unless some such system is worked out 
officials here foresee a long period of increas 
ingly grim, costly and dangerous competition 
by the world’s great powers for control of the 
akles 


Eisenhower's 


the 


no specific 


As officials now see the situation, the 


launching should strengthen the American 


position in with Russia for a 
summit conference 
no doubt 


leaders reluctant to approach a top-level m 


negotiating 


There is that state department 
ing while the U.S. was completely behind 4r 
satellite race. 

Eisenhower insisted from 


first that Russia's ability to launch its Sputniks 


and Dulles the 
despite implications of Soviet missile capa 
bad 


military power 


bility not upset the world's balance of 

But no one denied that it threatened to upset 
the balancevin the future or that the 
balance had shifted in Russia's favor.and that 
considerable damage had been dealt American 
prestige 

Part of the Inmpact of Soviet, successes on 
world opinion, authorities here ‘say due 
to the fact that Russia had achieved spectacular 
which many _pedple had 


would take the lead in 


diplomatic 


was 


accomplishments 
assumed the US, 
achieving. 

Now officials privately that 
the U.S. satellite in orbit they face the proba 
bility of a summit conference with considerably 
lexs concern than they felt before the successful 
launching on Friday night. 
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So is your fire insurance policy 
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